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Family Lineage of G. T. Wolds “huspostil”

In 1815, on 20™ October, |, Erik Tidemansen was born on the Bergsrud farm in Hedalen Annex to Sgr
Aurdal’s parish in Valdres.
In 1809, on December 29*", my wife Sigri Johnsdatter was born on the Lindelien farm in Viker Annex to
Norderhaugs parish in Ringerike.
In 1837, on April 21%, 1, Erik Tidemansen, moved from my place of birth to the Melgaard farm, which |
have bought.
On March 237, 1838, | and Sigri Johnsdatter were married in Nordrehaugs church by Pastor Stern, and the
same year my wife Sigri Johnsdatter moved from her birth place Lindelien to me on the Melgaard farm.
On June 8™, 1839 our daughter Kjersti Eriksdatter born on the Melgaard farm in Hedalen. On June 30™,
1841, our other daughter Ingeborg Eriksdatter was born at Melgaard in Hedalen. In 1843, on February
27" between 10 and 11 o’clock, my wife gave birth dead baby boy, where after she became very ill, on
March 15" between 11 and 12 a.m., when she died at age 35.
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In 1845, in the spring, | sold the Melgaard farm, and in the end of June the same year | bought the Sgndre
Wold farm in Vang parish to Sgr Aurdal.



In 1847 on March 18™, | married Necoline Nielsdatter in Birid parish. On the 18" the same month she left
her birth place Neraasen, and came with me to Wold in Sgr Aurdal, Valdres.
On April 9" we were married by Pastor @stvold in Bagns Church. She was born on the Neraasen farm in
Biri on April 13™, 1823. God gave us mercy or strength to live together as a Christian couple, for the time
it has been decided that we are to live down here.

Wold, April 4%, 1847

Erik Tidemansen and Necoline Nielsdatter Wold.

On April 26", 1848 our daughter Siri was born.

On May 21%, 1851 Tidemand was born, and died on June 24" the same year.
On May 28™, 1851 our second daughter Thonette was born.

On May 27%, 1853 our son Tidemand was born.

On February 11, 1855 our third son Nils was born.

On March 4%, 1857 our daughter Kjerstine was born.
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On December 13, 1858 our son Ole Andreas was born, and died on the 25™ the same month.
On June 20™, 1860 our daughter Oline was born.
On July 9%, 1862 our son Erik was born.
On March 17, 1864 our daughter Gunhild was born.
On August 17™, 1866 our daughter Inger was born.
On September 7t", 1868 our son Andreas was born.
On May 15%, 1873 Siri went to America.
On March 27%, 1873 our son Nils went to sea to try his luck.
Nils came home for Christmas, but he and Thonette left on May 18, 1874 for America, but Thonette
came back ill in 1877.
On May 20%, 1878 Kjerstine and Oline left for America. On May 31%, 1880, Thonette went back together
with Erik and Gunhild to America.
In 1877 Siri married Anders Haugen; sons Edward and Erik.
On October 20™, 1881 Kjerstine married Ole Sgrflaten.
On November 4%, 1882 Oline married Harald Gulbrandson.
My “fade Raads kone” Ingrid O. Rgang, born September 5%, 1793, died December 4", 1869.
My father Tidemand Tidemansen Kjensrud was born on the Nordre Thorsrud farm in Bagn, Sgr Aurdal on
May 13%, 1775.
My mother, Kjersti Eriksdatter, was born on the Klemmetsrud farm in Hedalen on July 15™, 1775. They
were married in May, 1800. Their children:
On April 15™, 1801 Kari was born; deceased July 19", 1883.
On February 4%, 1804 Rgnnei was born.
On June 24™, 1807, Olaug was born.
On February 9%, 1811, brother Tidemand was born.
On October 20%", 1815, Erik (me) was born.
On December 20™", 1818, my sister Gunhild was born. My mother died on December 11, 1862 at age
88.
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My father died on November 11*", 1867 at age 93. He was a kind father. God bless his memory, “og
fremdeles vaere hans gode himmelske fader for Jesu Kristi Skyld.” Amen.
His last words were, “Naadigste Jesus, nu vit jeg mig binde.”
My second and last wife’s father, Niels Halvorsen Neraasen, was born on the Galaas farm in Furunaes,
Ringsaker on February 15%, 1777. His wife Thonetta Olsdatter, born on the Rud farm, Ringsaker on July
22", 1785, died January 27", 1824. My wife’s siblings were born in Neraasen, Biri as follows:
Ole, born March 8™, 1810. Pernille born January 29", 1812. Helene March 6%, 1816. Bgrre May 8™,
1818. Agnette, April 25™, 1820. Necoline April 13t™, 1823. The last named above is my wife, who came
here March 20™, 1847. We have in our marriage had twelve children, where of ten live and two died.
Wold June 20*, 1877
E.T. Wold

Translator’s Note: Mrs. Anna E. Moen XIII Ill skip this one as it’s a total drag!
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Valdriser in Wells County, North Dakota
T. O. Roble Il

Here in Wells County there are so many Valdriser, who once lived in a land called Paradize, from where
they were cast out, before they could get away on their own. They had their own free will naturally. The
glorious land, where | could not see any forbidden fruit grew the years | lived there, lay in the two
southeast townships in Eddy County, the two northeasterly of Foster, and the two bordering townships
of Grigg County, from the east. | do not know who christened the Paradize. It must have been a school
teacher like Augun from Valdres, “han som forklarer ordet “formastelse” som at legge ei haklp mae
tindadn op under sit laavetak, o so kaste se taa take paa ryggen neri haekla sa haim “Paradis skal betyde”
et ind hegnet sted siges det den som fik se all disse hauger rundt sletten. Saerlig under luftspeil, kunde
mot synes, de var godt indhegnet. Og skulde man ind og ut fra Paradis med lzes, fik man det virkelige. Som
navnene paa veien til ytter verdnen kom til at betegne. Jeg tror ikke dere fandtes sektions linjer over disse
indhegninger.”
If one came to Knut Nilsen (Ousen), red willow with a load of wood, one had to go through, what one
called “Huttetu”, and the name of the land was appropriate. Here had probably been a large slide before
our days, as ruins of pest huts could witness.
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If one was to go over to Cooperstown or Carrington, there were hillocks and stumps “bare hamoca i stor
stil”. Toward north it looked like Jotumheimen itself. Worse it was toward northwest, when one was to
go to New Rockford with a load of wheat. “Han” dick o’n dime Tglleiv Roble soon found out, the hills they
were to climb were called: “Bilidt”, “Staalidt”, “Regapaa” and “Gaalidt”. Knud O. Melby was born in 1843
in Storerg in @stre Slidre, and married in 1861 to Guri Kristensdatter Rogne, and they had the Melby farm
for several years.
In 1881 they came to Goodhue County, Minnesota, and in 1864 to Griggs County, North Dakota where
they took pre-emption near Binford, and two years later to Paradis, where they took tree-claim near



McHenry. In 1894 they came to Manfred, where they took homestead. Knut farmed until 1911, and then
moved to town. They have a large children flock, and Guri who is age 73 descends from the well-known
Bugge family, and is great-grandmother to a “halv tylvt” active and hardy Valdriser. | was just make known
that in the next number of “Samband” | will try have printed some of the genealogy of the Bugge family,
from Nils Bugge, and down to the branch which came to @stre Slidre, from where so many Valdriser here
in Wells County descend. Knut and Guri’s children are: Guri, born February 17", 1862, and is married to
Ole Ranum, as mentioned. She is already a grandmother. Ole, born December 13", 1864, and is married
to Marit Thune from Binford, North Dakota. They had land in Paradis, and one child, who died there. In
1893 he came to Wells County, and has lived most in Manfred, where he and his brother-in-law Olaf run
the “Andersen-Melby Motor Co.” Christen, married January 11", 1866, had land in Paradis, from which
he was “utstgt” in 1890, and came to Minnesota, where a girl from Nordland, Marit Larsen, was brought
to his attention.
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She had land down there, and now they have more. For two terms he represented the district in the
legislator, and now runs a large hardware store besides farming. His children are: Clarence, George, Almer,
Grace, Orvin, Clifford, June, Olga, Lillian, and Harriet. Knut, born November 10%", 1870, left home while
the parents lived in Griggs County, to Nebraska, where he was an elevator manager for several years.
There he married Josephine Jorgeson, and has two children: Beatrice and June. He was a manager of C. C.
Melby’s store in Manfred for a few years, but now lived is Edmore, and is a traveling manager for Nelson-
Tenny. Ragnhild, born October 2", 1873, married Ole G. Skattebo in Paradis. The Sjaaheim boy played at
their wedding. They had enough land there as well, but in 1893 they took homestead in Norway Township,
Wells County. Ole worked at threshing and became ill. In 1899 they went back to Norway, where he soon
died, and was buried in Valdres. His wife came back here again, and took homestead near Martin in Wells
County, and in 1902 married Olaf Volding. They have six children: Beatrice, Gladys, Laila, Cora, Orvin and
Alfred.
Gulbrand, born April 4™, 1877 came here from Paradis; took homestead and married Ester LaGrande, and
ran an elevator in Manfred for a few years, but then went to Williams County, where he has land. He was
on the elevator again, but now is serving his second term as State Auditor in Williams County. He has
thirteen children who all live, but | can only remember the name of eleven of them: Jorgina, Carlton,
Arthur, Marion, Ida, Eveline, Morits, Alice, Gordon and Raymond.
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Marit was born August 1%, 1880, and married Arvid Saeterberg. They had land north of Manfred, but went
to Idaho eight years ago, where they still have land, but live at present in California by San Jacinto. Their
children are: Roy, Almer, Orvin, Ruby, Lillian and Marion.
Caroline, born September 3™, 1884, is married to Olaf Andersen. They have lived in Manfred. He has land,
a livery barn, and is Anderson in the previous named Motor Company. Their children are: Clayton, Gordon
and Alice.
Martin was born October 7%, 1886 in Griggs County, but also came to Paradis, and later here to Manfred,
where he manages the C. C. Melby store. He married Alma Haugen, and they have two children, Myrtle
and Kermit.



Oscar was born March 7%, 1890, but does not remember much about Paradis. His wife is as mentioned
Bertha Nordtrop. Their children are: Cora and Roy.

A relative of Knud O. Melby is Ole E. Onstad, who was born on December 24", 1873 of parents Engebret
Alvstad and Anne Rudi. They bought the Onstad farm in Volbu, and came to Manfred in 1896, and took
homestead, and have farmed for the most part. In 1906 he took a trip to Norway, and in 1909, he married
Guri E. Rogne. They have two children: Anna and Emil. Guri was born July 7%, 1879 of parents Erik and
Marit in Nordre Rogne. She came to Manfred in 1902, and from 1904 and five years onward, she proved
up a homestead in Williams County.

Halvor Meisedalen came here in 1906, and together with Nils Jgrstad, rented C. C. Melby’s farm for two
years, and then went to Canada, but is now living by Malta, Montana.

He married a Swedish girl, and they have one child. (to be continued)
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“A Norwegian Hamlet’s History”
Xiv
Olav Redal

There is large number of Norsemen in Turtle Mountain from who | have not received biographical data.
If I have the time and opportunity, | will issue “A Norwegian Bygd’s History Number II”.
Knut K. Vikan was born in 1856 in Opdal, Numedal of parents Knut O. Vikan and wife Anne G. Notten, from
Nore, Numedal. Knut was born on Gudbrandsrud, Neaes in Hallingdal. Knut emigrated in 1877, and came
to Bottineau County in April, 1888, where he took homestead the same year. He was married by Pastor
Svingen to Betsy, daughter of Anders Bakkene and wife Guri Reiersgaard from Hol in Hallingdal. Children:
Clarence, Albert, Anna, Clara, Oscar, Julia, Ruth, Norman, deceased, Ruben, Leonard and Elvin. Knut’s
siblings: Olav K. Vikan, Gilbert K. Vikan, Mrs. L. M. Larson, Bottineau, and Mrs. O. O. Betteren, Burton,
North Dakota. Mrs. Knut Vikan’s siblings: Iver A. Bakkene, York, North Dakota; Knut A. Bakkene, Climar,
Minnesota.
Two sisters and a brother in Hallingdal. Kari, the younger, deceased in Bellmont, North Dakota.
Knut was one of the first pioneers in Mountain, and was given a full measure of pioneer life. In the dry
years 1888-89-90, Knut had to go to Trail County to work. The first house, in which they lived for nearly
two years, was an 8x10 log cabin. The first spring they were in Mountain, they used skis in the middle of
April.
Ole K. Vikan was born in Opdal, Nore, Numedal in 1851, and emigrated in 1871. His parents (fr Knut Vikan)
Ole stayed in Wisconsin, Minnesota and North Dakota, and came to Bottineau County in 1888, where he
took homestead land the same year. He married in 1878 with Bergit Olsdatter, born in Opdal, Numedal of
parents Ole Olsen and wife Gunhild Stensdatter. One brother of Mrs. Vikan, Sten, lived for a time in South
Dakota, but now has his father’s farm Tgnneby in Numedal. Another brother, Halvor, also lived in South
Dakota, but now lives in Baeglid, Numedal.
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Vikan and wife’s children: Ole, Anna, Gilbert, Gunhild, Margretta and Alma



Vikan has held many posts in the congregation as such he has been secretary for twelve years. He has
written many poems, as is much interested in church work and works to promote Norwegian culture.
Vikan has given me a lot of his time obtaining information relating to current history.

Vikan writes that in the pioneer days there was enough timber for those who wished to build a house.
Even farmers from the prairies brought back timber from mountains. No one was needed, but all had to
work.

Brother Gilbert K. Vikan was born in Opdal, Numedal in 1864, and came to America in 1879. He came to
Bottineau in 1896. Gilbert own a 640 acre farm near Bottineau town, and 700 acres beside Ole K. Vikan.
He is a cashier at Bottineau National Bank. At one time he was a merchant in Bottineau, a wheat buyer in
Halstad, Minnesota, and a farmer near Belmont, North Dakota. Gilbert was married in 1888 to Randine
Knudson from Belmont, North Dakota.

Ole O. Tjgn was born in Tudal, Telemark in 1864 of parents Ole H. Tjgn and wife Gunhild Nilsdatter. Ole
emigrated in 1891, and came to Bottineau the same year,
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where he took land. Ole is single. He was trained as a school teacher from Kvitseids Seminar, and taught
school in Norway.

Herbrand T. Strem was born in Nore, Numedal, on Straumen in 1871 of parents Thorsten Taarkelsen
Sundbolien and wife Ingeborg Herbrandsdatter Rukke form Nes, Hallingdal. Herbrand emigrated in 1890,
and after staying two years in Polk County, Minnesota, and Trail County, North Dakota, he came to
Bottineau County in 1892, where he took homestead the same year. His wife is Helena Hansdatter Raekken
from Hadeland.

Their children are: Helene, Alfred and Ruben.

Arne Gundersen was born in Aagnes, Solgr of parents Gunder Amundson Lybaek and wife Pernille
Iversdatter Vestaasen from Solgr. Arne emigrated in 1888, and stayed first in Bellmont, North Dakota in
Nilsville, Minnesota for two years, and to Bottineau in 1892, and took homestead the same year.

He was also a blacksmith. He married Inger Olsen, born in Norway in 1883. Their children are: George,
Soffie, Alfred, Ida, Ole and Anna. Gunderson’s siblings: Julius, Kristainia; Ole, Bottineau; Gunerius, wheat
buyer in Mohall, North Dakota; Olivia, Mrs. Karbal, and Karen, Mrs. Wiggin, now deceased. Mrs.
Gunderson’s siblings; Olava, Mrs. Erikson; Karen, Mrs. John Johnson, and Sofie, Mrs. L. Larson, all in
Bottineau. Mrs. Gunderson was born in Holmestrand in 1857, of parents Siverin Olsen and wife Kjerstina
Olsen.

Laurits Iverson Kvistad was born on Indergen by Trondhjem in 1858 of parents Iver Jensen Rostad and
wife Olava Pedersdatter. He emigrated in 1874, and stayed in Minnesota until he came to Bottineau in
1900, where he bought a farm. He married in 1894 to Laura Heiberg from Hedemark, Norway.

Her siblings: Andrea Heiberg, Hawley, Minnesota; Reinhardt H. and Sgren H. Moorhead, Minnesota.
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Laurits’s siblings: Peder, Norway; Jgrgina, Dunseith, North Dakota; Lydia, Bisbee, North Dakota; Manus,
Bottineau, and John in California.
Laurits and wife’s children: Ragna and Ingvald
Laurits M. Larsen Hagen was born in Grue, Solgr (Norway) in 1855 of parents Martin Larsen and wife Olia
Hagen. He came to America in 1864, and stayed in lowa, and later in Bellmont, North Dakota, where he



ran a store. He came to Bottineau in 1892, and the same year took homestead land. He established
Cordelia Post Office, and did some business beside, and has also been very active in church work.

He married in 1889, and has the following children: Alma, Melvin, Karl and Viola.

His wife, Bergit Knudsdatter Vikaneidet is from Opdal, Numedal.

Julius Amundson Torpet was born in Nordre Odalen in 1862, of parents Amund Jensen Torpet and wife
Larina Olsdatter Lystad. Julius emigrated in 1881, and after staying a number of years in Otter Tail County,
Minnesota, and Grafton, North Dakota, he came to Bottineau and took land the same year. He married
Anna Torgersdatter Krgne from Fyresdal, Telemark in 1893. Their children: Amund, Larina, Jessie, Olga,
Lydia, Arthur, deceased, and Mildred.

Henry Hagen was born July 10%, 1869 in Gransherred, @vre Telemark of parents Ole Torgersen and wife
Anna Gullaksdatter Siljord, and immigrated to America in 1885, and settled in Bayfield County, Wisconsin
until 1888, when he settled here in the settlement. He took homestead in June the same year. Hagen
married in 1890 by Pastor Svingen to Helga, daughter of Knut and Anna Homen. Children: Anna, Clara,
Hannah, Ole, Hilda, Knut, Gilbert and Alma.

Carl Christianson was born on March 30%", 1853 in Horten, Norway, of parents Christian Matison Fjeld and
wife Anna.
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Carl immigrated to America with his family in 1882, and stayed for a period in Evansville, Minnesota, and
Minot, North Dakota until 1895, when he settled here. Before he became a farmer, he worked as a
carpenter. He took homestead land in 1898. Christiansen married in 1877 in Drammen by Pastor
Holtersman to Gustava Hansen, born in Strgmstad, Sweden in 1856, of parents Hans Anderson and wife
Sofie Pederson.
Their children: Sigurd, Carl, Hilma, Cecilia, Bernhard, Olga, Oscar, Alvin and Anton.
Christiansen’s siblings: Matias, Andreas, Selius and Gina.
Sever A. Berg was born in Ullensaker, Norway, and immigrated to America in 1884, and settled in Rock
County, Wisconsin, and later in Minot, North Dakota in 1888. He came to this settlement in 1894, and in
the spring the same year took homestead. He married in 1888 by Pastor Petterson to Andrina Salberg,
born in @stmarken, Aabogen, Norway, and came to America in 1884.
Their children: Ella, Anna, Olga, Sigurd, Marie, Alida, Minnie, Henry, Gladys and Edith.
Berg’s siblings in Norway:
Mrs. Berg’s siblings: Ole Salberg, Bagley, North Dakota; Mr. Erick Salberg, Bagley, North Dakota; Ole
Siverson, Evansville, Wisconsin.
Anders Dunderland was born in Mo parish, Helgeland in 1865 of parents Peder Pederson Hagen and wife
Anna Petrine Andersen. Anders came to America with family in 1891, and stayed at first by Fort Ransom
until the same year, he came to Bottineau County.
He was married in Norway by Pastor Hansen in 1889 to Oldina, born on the Hinnes farm Nesna parish,
Helgeland in 1867 of parents Elias Johnsn and wife Anna Steppensen Hinnes. Their children: Peder, Anna,
John and Elias.
Dundeland’s siblings: Peder, Edvard, Christian, Ole and Ingeborg.
Guldbrand Larson Jelleberg was born in Nannestad in 1857, and came to America in 1887. After staying a
couple years
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in Trail County, North Dakota, he came to Bottineau in 1889, where he took homestead land. He married
in 1887 in Kristiania to Rannei Olsdatter Bakke, born 1866 in Hol, Hallingdal. Mrs. Jelleberg died a number
of years ago.

Their children: Levis, Ole, Clara, Annie, Helmer and George.

Elling O. Moslaat was born on Moslaaten, Hol, Hallingdal in 1860, of parents Ole Iversen Bakke and wife
Aagot Ellingsdatter Pladsen. Elling emigrated in May, 1883, and came to Trail County, where he stayed
until spring 1890, when he came here. He took homestead land in the spring 1892. He married in 1887 to
Inger H. Kobbervig from Sgr Aurdal, Valdres.

Moslaat is now in Norway, and is missing his neighbors, so he hopes to come back. He still owns a farm in
Turtle Mountains.

Anton Jensen was born on Kolbjgrnsrud, Hole, Ringerike in 1862, of parents Andreas Jensen Kolbjgrnsrud
and wife Marie Hansen Helland. He emigrated in 1883. After a few years in Wisconsin and lowa, he came
to Bottineau County in 1892, where he took land in 1893. Anton married in 1884 to Margrette Olsdatter
Sundre from Aal, Hallingdal, born 1859.

Their children: Olga, Alf, Anna, EImer and Oscar.

Lars Torreson Dunderholen was born in Hof, Solgr in 1858 of parents Toris Larsen Dunderholen and wife
Olina Olsdatter Sarud. Lars immigrated to America in June, 1886, and stayed a year in LaCross, Wisconsin,
in Grand Forks County, North Dakota 4 % years, and came to Bottineau in the fall 1892, where he took
homestead land the same year. He is single. A brother Ole Torreson, no address, a half-sister, Mrs. Kaja K.
Sarud, Bottineau. Otto had homestead in Mountain and died in 1900.
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Guttorm Nelson was born in 1800 in Gol, Hallingdal, of parents Nils G. Brennen and wife Ragna O.
Renstein. He emigrated in 1883, and came first to Trail County, North Dakota, and to Bottineau in 1889.
He married in 1889 to Gro Larsdatter Bakin, born in Opdal, Numedal, of parents Lars Olsen Kvernrud and
wife Katrine Helgesdatter Staalbo.
Nelson and wife’s children: Randina, deceased, Karoline, in Canada, Anna, Louis, Nils, Ole and Georg.
Nelson’s siblings: Ole Langville in Minnesota, Sigrid, Bellmont, North Dakota, Mrs. Nelson’s siblings: Ole in
Canada, Bergit in Norway.
Ole Larsen Korbol was born in Solgr in 1852, of parents Lars Olsen Korbol and wife Karen Pedersdatter
Sarrud.
He emigrated in May, 1881, and stayed in Wisconsin for three years, in Minneapolis for fifteen years, and
came to Bottineau in 1808, where he works as a farmer and carpenter. He married in 1883 to Olivia
Gunderson, born in Aasnes, Sol@r on Siggerud. Their children: Paula, deceased, Gerta, Oscar, Arthur, Clara
and Olga.
The county’s main seat is Bottineau, where a large number of Norwegians live.
The town’s mayor, Anton Lallum, was born in Hedemark in 1879, of parents Gunder S. Lallum and wife
Anna Olsen. The parents live in Long Beach, California. Anton emigrated with his family in 1879. They
settled first in Valley City, North Dakota until 1904, when he came to Bottineau, where he is a bank cashier,
and later since April, 1915, the town’s mayor. He --- Valley City Normal School, and Globe Business College.
St. Paul. He married Inga Hendrikson in 1905. They have one child, Bernice Lallum, born 1910. Lallum’s



siblings are: Mrs. M. M. Knutsen, Covina, California; Ellen and Margaret, Long Beach, California; Oscar
Lallum, Fingal, North Dakota.

P. L. Eide was born in Tolga, @sterdal in 1869, of parents L. N. Eide and wife Ellen Holgien. Eide emigrated
in 1893, and stayed in Ida, Minnesota 1893-94;
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in Minneapolis and Hawley, Minnesota 1809, Donney Brook, North Dakota for a shorter period, until he
came to Bottineau County, where he runs a photography store. Eide attended Augsburg Seminary in
Minneapolis.

He married Thea Lien in 1905. Their children: Olive, Elenor and Karine.

One brother of Eide is Ole L. Eide, Tolga, Organist and ---.

Nils Dokken was born in 1876 in Skjerpingen, Nord Aurdal of parents Ivar N. Dokken, born 1844 in
Hemsedal, Hallingdal, and wife Kristi Knutsdatter Grgseth, born in Grgndalen, Hallingdal. lvar was the
oldest of twelve siblings, and when the father died, Ivar at age 14 had to look after himself at an early age.
Ivar with family came to America in the spring 1881, and took homestead in Grand Forks County, and after
3 —4 years the family moved to Walsh County, where they lived for one year. Then the family moved back
to the old homestead in Grand Forks County, where they lived for a few years. In the early 80s there were
several hard, cold winters. Snowstorms were common and lasted 3 — 4 days at a time, so it was hard times
for the pioneers. This family came from a forested region in Norway, and longed for the forest they had
left behind.

Around 1887 they bought a farm near Turtle River, Grand Forks County, and this farm was heavily
forested.

At that time the Northern Pacific Railway came through, and a small town, Mekinock, was built a mile
from Dokken’s farm. In the fall 1900 Nils moved to Bottineau County, and settled on land seven miles
south of Antler, together with his father Ivar Dokken, Ole Dokken and Even Larsen. The last named farmer
followed along with the Dokken people to look for land for his two sons, Lewis and Laurits, who took land
four miles south of Nils Dokken.
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They both farm there, and are both married. Lewis is married to Clara Roble, and Laurits with Mabel Rud.
Lars, who we call Lewis, has one of the finest farms in the area. He is a strong, driving man with good
business sense and a hard worker. He is a Halling of the good, old race.
Two of Nils Dokken’s uncles, Ole N. Dokken and John N. Dokken live near Antler. Erik, the other uncle,
proved up his land, and went back to Mekinock, North Dakota, where he lived until his death in 1916.
Dokken’s father took land in the same section as Nils, and two years later left the land to his son Knut,
and moved with his wife and youngest daughter back to the old farm by Mekinock, North Dakota, where
Iver as mentioned, died on October 6%, 1913. The mother and Caroline now live on the farm.
Nils Dokken married in 1901 to Marhilda Everson from Manvel, North Dakota.
Their children: Inred, Gladys, Minnie, Lillian and Caroline.
Knut, brother of Nils, lives in Minot. Sarah, married to Amund Hustveit, Kincaid, Saskatchewan, Canada,
Caroline, Mekinock, North Dakota.
Iver Dokken’s siblings: Kari (Big Kari), Mrs. Halvor Staten, Blooming, Minnesota; Kari (Vesle), Mrs. Helge
Moen, Mekinock, North Dakota; Sigri, Mrs. Johannes Overland; Ingeborg, now Mrs. Syver Forseth; Margit,



Mrs. Paul Larson; Erik Dokken, deceased, Ole Dokken and John Dokken by Antler, North Dakota. Nels
Dokken, or Hes Nelson, Middale, Saskatchewan, Canada; Mrs. Even Brandvgld Manvel, North Dakota.
Mrs. lver Dokken’s siblings: Knut Grgset, Hallingdal; Guri, married to Knut Dakko and one sister deceased.
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Joseph Quamme was born in Steele County, Minnesota in 1878, of parents Johannes Kvamme from Sogn,
and wife Emma Skartum from Numedal. He married Minnie Anderson in 1903.
Their children: Milton, Roy, Thelma, Leonard and Frances.
Quamme was Deputy Registrar of Deeds from 1908 — 1912, and elected to Registrar of Deeds 1912 - 1914
—1916. In 1898 he joined company “L”, Hillsboro, and served as private, corporal, first lieutenant, until he
stood down in 1904.
Quamme’s siblings: Mrs. John Holts, Burton, North Dakota; Mrs. H. E. Dyer, San Francisco, California; Mrs.
Ray Lang, Minot, North Dakota; Theodore Quamme, Hillsboro, North Dakota in Bottineau also lives L.
Glarseth, County Cashier, Dalen township. John Knudsvig cfr, Souris. Dr. Johnson, a brother of E. Johnson,
one of the owners of Minot Daily News.
Quam, son of well-known pioneer Pastor Quam, is a clerk at a store in town. Erik Moum, Advocate, has
moved to Montana.

“Souris”

The large town Souris is in fact not a typical Norwegian town, but the surrounding settlements to the west,
north and east of town are just as Norwegian in area as Haram, Dalen, Scandia and Scottia Townships.
Souris has not always been as large as it is now, nor has it been small as now. In 1900 Souris did not exist,
but the following year, in 1901, Jim Hill started to build his railway here, and Souris grew up in a short
period.

The short rail line that extends from Rugby did not come further in two, three years “og som endestation
holdt byen paa at faa hovmodighetstanker” The land west became populated, and Jim found it useful for
himself and others to let the rail line extend further which occurred in 1903, when the end station became
West Hope.

The town’s newspaper insists that Souris is the richest town in America. The town’s name is to have
orginated from Mouse River, with a translation into French, to make the paper even less understandable.
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Matias Moen was born in 1871 in Starbuck, Minnesota of parents Ingebret Moen and wife Kari
Hestelgkken, who in 1866 emigrated from Sgndre Fron, Gudbrandsdal to Fillmore County He moved later
to Starbuck, where Kari died. Ingebret lives with Mathias in Souris, and is age 84. Moen came to Bottineau
in 1896, and worked at a druggist and post office in town, until he took homestead in 1897 in Eidsvold. In
1899 he farmed his land and ran an elevator in Bottineau. In 1901 he moved to Souris, where he continues
to run a store. He has been a member of city council for two years, Secretary in Concordia Norwegian
Lutheran Congregation, and is one of the founders.
Moen married in 1900 to Clara Josefine Crogen. Their children: Ella and Arthur. Moen’s siblings: Peter
Moen, Pecering; Eline Moen, Souris. Six siblings are dead in Minnesota. Moen attended normal school in
St. Cloud, Minnesota, and taught school in Minnesota for two years, and attended Minnesota University



for two years. Moen was the first merchant in Souris, and together with Ole Crogen, Carbury, he started
up a store in 1901.
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Later G. Garden established a hardware store. P. Borreson was also one of the first business men in Souris.
Oscar Gilbertson was born in 1881 in Grant County, Minnesota. His father was drafted into Civil War at
age 17. He came here around 1861 from Gudbrandsdal, and his mother came later from Liabygda, Valdres.
Oscar came to this settlement in 1907, and was a manager for St. Anthony Elevator Co. He now runs Equity
Elevator in Rugby. He married in 1908 with Maria Flor, born in Grant County, of parents from Trondhjem.
Their children: Harris and Chester.
Siblings: Gustav Gilbertson, Canada; Otto Gilbertson, Douglas County, Minnesota; George Gilbertson,
Grant County, Minnesota; Acher Gilbertson, Grant County, Minnesota; Mrs. John Comstock, Fergus Falls,
Minnesota; Mrs. Aasten Thompson, Hankesen, Minnesota.
Carl Kirkby was born in Decorah, lowa in 1879. His father came from Hakkedalen, and came to America
42 years ago, and lives in Decorah, lowa as a retired farmer. His mother, born in Decorah of parents from
Toten.
Carl took homestead in Devide County in 1901, and came here in 1902. He has worked in hardware stores,
but most as a wheat buyer. For a period he was the manager of The Farmer’s Elevator in Souris, and now
run his own elevator. He is married to Pearl Monkman. Their children: Doris and Karin.
Siblings: Oskar Kirby; Hans Kirby, Kramer; George, Souris; Ferdinand and Alfred in Montana. Ida deceased,
Mrs. Kirby is born in Canada. Her parents live by Souris on their farm.
L. J. Mork was born in 1878 in Pope County, Minnesota. He came to Bottineau County in 1886 together
with the Mork family, and took homestead land in Scottia. Mork married Petra Crogen in 1903. She was
the daughter of Ole Olsen and wife Petrine. The father died in Pope County, while the
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mother lives by Mohall. Ole Olsen used his wife’s maiden name, Crogen. She was a sister of Ole and Joh.
Crogen. Mork and wife have one child, Liwald. Siblings: Mrs. Mork’s siblings: Olaf Crogen, Kramer; Anton
Crogen, Mohall; Carl Crogen, Mohall; Lina, Mrs. Tessem, Pope County, Minnesota.

L. J. Monk has four quarters land in Canada, joint owner of Mork and Moen store in Souris, joint owner of
a lumber store and hardware store in Devone, Montana. He has been a member of town council in Souris.
Gilbert Moen was born in Lands parish, of parents Halvor Moen and wife Inger Dyvsven, both deceased.
Gilbert emigrated in 1885 with his parents, who settled by Norway Lake, Minnesota, and moved later to
Glenwood, Minnesota, and then to Starbuck. Moen came to this settlement in 1902, where he is employed
by Mork and Moen. He took homestead in Mt. Rose Township in 1902. He has sold this land. He married
in 1905 in Starbuck by Pastor Koepod to Tina, daughter of Alech Overton and wife Anne J. Haugen, one of
the oldest pioneer families who emigrated from Telemark.

Moen'’s siblings: Hans Moen, Glenwood, Minnesota, farmer; Ole Moen, Glenwood, Minnesota, post
driver; Mrs. Nilson, Willard, Minnesota; Chr. Moen, Souris; Haldor Moen, Souris. Mrs. Moen’s siblings: G.
A. Overson, Bearsley, Minnesota, merchant; Josie, Mrs. A. H. Dreyer; John Overton, Starbuck; Julia, Mrs.
C. A. Bildehus, Starbuck.

Gilbert Moen is finance cashier and secretary for Lesje Lodge, Sons of Norway, Town Cashier in Souris
since 1910, and cashier for the school since 1910.



Christ Moen was born in Lands parish in 1869, of parents Halvor Moen and wife Inger Dyvsven, both
deceased, emigrated in 1885 together with the rest of the
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family. Christ came to this settlement in 1898, and took homestead in Scandia. He runs a store in Souris.
Siblings: (Gilbert cfr Moen)

John Elton was born in Nordre Lands parish, Norway, in 1881 of parents Johannes Elton from the Erton
farm, Nordre Land and wife Inger, who still lives. Johs. Erton died in 1895. John emigrated with his parents
in 1883, and settled by Hillsboro; the family now live in Roseau County, Minnesota. To Bottineau County
came Elton in 1908, and operated auto and repair business in Souris. He married in 1910 by Pastor Njus
to Inga Sorland, born in Norway Lake, Minnesota.

John Elton’s siblings: Even Elton, Minnesota; Ole Elton, deceased; Agnete, married to Even Davidson,
Minnesota; Martin Elton, Minnesota; Berte, married; Signe, married; Nelly, married to Bert Saalto,
Minnesota; Ida, single; Gina, married; Mrs. Elton’s sibling: Halvor Sgrland

Gilbert Evensen was born in Calmar, lowa in 1880, of parents Hans Evensen and wife Anne Fgli. The father,
who still lives in Calmar, lowa, came over 46 years ago from Toten, Norway. His mother Anna Joli was born
on the Atlantic crossing to America of parents from Sogn, who came over to America in 1854. Anna died
in 1890.

Gilbert took homestead in Burligh County, North Dakota, 1902; and had a lumber business in Kintyre for
four years, 1% years as manager of Imperial Lumber Company; and then 1 % years as manager of Imperial
Lumber Company; and later 1 % years as manager for The Farmer’s Elevator in Souris. Since 1915 manager
for Piper Haw Lumber Co., Souris.

Evensen married Marie Elisabet @de, born on Washington Prairie, lowa.

Evensen’s siblings: Mrs. Martin Bleken, pastor in the Norwegian Synode, Sand, lowa; Mrs. M. H. Nelson,
Sterling, North Dakota.

Edvard Garden was born in Decorah, lowa of parents Halvor Hagen and wife Ingeborg Opdahl, both
deceased.

The parents were from Valdres, and emigrated in 1845. They stayed at first in Dane County Wisconsin,
and later on Washington Prairie, lowa. Garden came to this county in 1900, and started a hardware store
in Souris in 1901. Took homestead land by Newburg in 1900. Represented Bottineau County in the North
Dakota Legislature in 1907 — 1907, and 1911 — 1913. The first term in the House and the last term in the
Senate. He has been active in official life in Souris, and is Secretary of the Sons of Norway Lodge.

Garden married in 1906 to Lucy Bardy from Idaho. Garden’s siblings: Will Garden, Drayton, North Dakota;
Edvind Garden, Flaming, Minnesota; Ben Garden, Bismarck, North Dakota; Mrs. Hov, Oregon; Mrs. Buruig,
Wisconsin; Mrs. Hagen, Land, North Dakota; Lilly and Mary Garden.

John Knudsvig was born in Ossian, lowa, 1870, of parents Ole Knudsvig and wife Anna Tveden, who
immigrated to America from the Stavager area (Norway). Knudsvig came to West Hope in 1903 and to
Souris in 1910, and now manages Piper Haw Lumberyard in Bottineau. He married in 1894 to Olava
Stensland, born by Stavanger of parents Ole and Marie Stensland.
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The father died in Norway, and the mother died by Burton, North Dakota.



Mrs. Knudsvig’s siblings: Mrs. Johnson, Martin, lowa; Mrs. Johnson, Stene, lowa; Mrs. Rognes, lowa; Ole
Stensland, Montana. Knudsvig and wife have a daughter, Odena. Knudsvig’s father died in 1879 in lowa,
the mother still lives there. (to be continued)












































































































